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THE EMBU COUNTY ABATTOIRS MANAGEMENT ACT, 2024

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Embu to provide for a regulatory
and enforcement framework, to ensure the proper establishment
and management of abattoirs in the County, and for connected
purposes

ENACTED by the County Assembly of Embu, as follows—
PART I—PRELIMINARY
Short title

1. This Act may be cited as the Embu County Abattoirs Management
Act, 2024,

Interpretation
2. Inthis Part, except where the context otherwise requires—

“abattoir” means any place used for the slaughter of animals for
human consumption and includes any place connected thereto in which
animals are kept awaiting slaughter;

“Ante mortem inspection” means the services of examining the
animals prior to slaughter; to select animals which are apparently free from
diseases or abnormal conditions, isolate for further examination suspected
diseased, or suspected abnormal animals; prevent contamination of
personnel, premises and equipment by an animal suffering from a disease
which is communicable, and gather information for post-mortem
inspection, diagnosis and judgement of carcass and offals;

“Approved abattoir” means an abattoir in respect of which a
certificate of approval has been issued following an application made to
the, Director under section 14;

“authorised officer” means an authorised officer within the meaning
of section 6;

“carcass” means the whole or any part of the body of any slaughtered
animal after bleeding and dressing;

“container” means any box, detachable compartment, receptacle or
any other arrangement in which meat may be carried by or on behalf of the
holder of a permit, to any place for the purposes of selling;

“County” means Embu County;

“Department” means the County Department responsible for matters
relating to Veterinary Health and Services;
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“Dircctor” means the County Director in-charge of malters relating
to Veterinary Health and Services;

“dressing arca” includes an arca where removal of hides and internal
organs of animals slaughtered is done;

“Executive Member” means the County Executive Committee
Member for the time being responsible for matters relating to Agriculture
and Livestock;

“Gazette” means the “Kenya Gazette” or a supplement thereof;

“Inspector” means any veterinary officer or any other officer duly
authorized in writing by the Director to carry out inspections under this
Act;

“lairage” means holding pens for livestock at a slaughterhouse prior to
slaughtering;

“livestock” means domestic animals including cattle, goats, sheep,
pigs and poultry;

“meat” means any portion of an animal which is intended for human
consumption, whether fresh, chilled or frozen or otherwise processed by
any means whatsoever or included in any article of food for human
consumption;

“Permit” means a valid permit issued under this Act;

“Slaughterhouse” means any place kept for the purpose of the
slaughter of animals for human consumption including a slaughter slab;

“stock breeder” means the owner of any animal who takes or causes it
to be taken to an abattoir with the intention of having it slaughtered so
that its flesh may be used for human consumption; and

“Veterinary Officer” means a veterinarian employed in the service of
the County Government.

Application

3. (1) This Act shall regulate the operations of abattoirs within the
County.

(2) A person who operates or intends to operate an abattoir within the
County shall comply with the provisions of this Act.

(3) The provisions of this Act are in addition to and not in derogation
of the Meat Control Act, Cap. 356 and the regulations made thereunder.
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PART II—ADMINISTRATION
Appointment of officers

4. (1) The County Public Service Board shall, for purposes of this
Act, appoint—

(a) a County Director of Veterinary Services;
(b) Veterinary Officers;
(c) Meat Inspectors; and

(d) other County officers and employees as may be necessary for the
implementation of this Act.

No. 29 of 2011

(2) For purposes of sub-section (1), the qualifications for different
categories of inspectors, veterinarians or County Officers shall be as
provided for under the Veterinary Surgeons and Veterinary Para-
professionals Act.

Functions of the Director

5. (1) The Director appointed under section 4 shall be the head of the
Department in-charge of Veterinary Services.

(2) The Director so appointed shall either be a veterinarian or a public
health expert.

(3) The Director shall be responsible for—

(a) the control and inspection of slaughter and processing of
livestock ensuring that any person operating an abattoir observes
the appropriate hygiene requirements in the abattoir;

(b) the closure of any abattoir or slaughterhouse which is not in
compliance with this Act; and

(c) the issuing of instructions and directives as may be necessary for
the enforcement of this Act.

(4) The Director may in writing, designate official veterinaries, meat
inspectors and other officers to carry out any function under this Act.

(5) The Director shall specify the health standards requirement for all
persons working in an abattoir including the requirement for routine
medical examination by any persons working in an abattoir.
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Authorised officers

6. (1) The Director shall, designate for each Sub-county, any person
or class of persons to be authorised officers for purposes of this Act.

(2) The County Executive Member shall issue a certificate of
appointment to every person authorised under this section.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the following
officers shall be deemed to be authorised officers for the purposes of this
Act—

(a) public health officers and veterinary officers;

(b) officers appointed as enforcement officers under the National
Police Service Act, Standards Act, Weights and Measures Act
and Anti-counterfeit Act; or

(c) any other person upon whom any written law vests functions of
the maintenance of law and order.

Obstruction of officer

7. A person who wilfully disobeys or obstructs or hinders or
knowingly makes any false or misleading statements either orally or in
writing to an officer engaged in carrying out his duties or functions under
this Act or regulations commits an offence, shall be liable on conviction to
a fine not exceeding Five Hundred Thousand shillings or to imprisonment
for two years or to both.

License to relate to single abattoir

8. (1) A certificate of approval shall relate only to the abattoir
premises, described in the application for such certificate submitted in
accordance with section 12 of this Act.

(2) A change in the ownership or management of an approved abattoir
shall be notified within fourteen days to the Director.

Duties of a Meat Inspector
9. (1) The meat inspector shall —

(a) inspect all carcasses, meat and offal intended for human
consumption to establish their health and hygiene condition and
declare their fitness for human consumption;

(b) on the declaration of the fitness of the carcasses, meat or offal for
human consumption brand or stamp with the official stamp mark
of the Department in such places and in such ways as they
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deem advisable or necessary all carcasses, meat, offal submitted
for examination and passed as healthy and fit for human
consumption;

(c) issue a certificate at the time of inspection to be displayed at the
butchery or sale point.

(2) Any person other than an authorized officer shall not, stamp,
brand, mark, attach to or impress on any meat, or offal with any official
stamp or mark or similar marking.

(3) A person shall not attach to or impress on any meat or offal any
forged stamp or mark intended or liable to deceive the public or induce the
belief that such meat or offal has been inspected and approved by
regulations or slaughtered at the abattoir.

(4) All carcasses declared fit for human consumption shall be graded
and stamped by a meat Inspector or Veterinary Officer, according to the
standards prescribed by Department.

PART III—REGISTRATION AND LICENSING
Requirements for registration of abattoir

10. No application for a License for an abattoir shall be approved by
the Department unless and until the Director is satisfied that the said
abattoir complies with the requirements spelt out in the First Schedule;

Abattoirs to be approved

11. (1) A person shall not be granted a license to maintain or operate
an abattoir or slaughterhouse from which meat is sold for consumption
unless the abattoir or slaughterhouse complies with this Act and the Meat
Control Act.

(2) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offense and
is liable upon conviction to—

(a) a fine not exceeding one million shillings or to an imprisonment
for a term not exceeding three years or both;

(b) in the case of a subsequent offence to a fine of five thousand
shillings every day during which the offense continues; and

(¢) in addition to any penalty imposed under paragraph (a) or (b), the
court may order, the forfeiture of all meat and animals found in the
possession, custody or control of the person convicted, together
with the vessels containing the meat.






